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Bill Type and Number: Resolution 2009-622
Sponsor: Council Member Redman
Date of Introduction: August 11, 2009
Committee(s) of Reference: R
Date of Analysis: August 13, 2009
Type of Action: Expression of support for legislative J-bill
Bill Summary: The bill expresses the Council’s support for local bill J-1 to be considered in the next legislative session that would amend the City Charter to move the election of City officials and local constitutional officers from the spring to coincide with the state’s November gubernatorial election beginning in 2010.  It provides that the persons elected in November 2010 would not take office until the terms of the current office holders expire on June 30, 2011 and that they would serve a term concluding on December 31, 2014.  Thereafter candidates elected in subsequent November elections would take office on January 1 of the year following the election.  
NOTE: a scrivener’s error will be corrected on p. 1, line 27 to change the legislative session reference from 2009 to 2010.

Background Information: Suggestions have been made over a course of many years to consider changing the City election date from the spring to the fall.  Proponents argue that turnout for spring elections is generally much smaller than for the more traditional fall elections, and that the cost of holding a citywide general election could be avoided by combining the local elections with already-scheduled state elections.  Opponents argue that media coverage of and voter attention to local government issues and candidates would be substantially overshadowed by state legislative and statewide races, and that fundraising for local races would suffer in the competition with candidates for House, Senate and statewide offices.
Policy Impact Area: City election timing
Fiscal Impact: 
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